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DIPLOMA IN BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES
Overview
Status: Active 
National Framework Of Qualifications (NFQ) Level: 7 
NFQ Award Class: Special Purpose Award 
Duration Full Time: 1 Academic Year(s) 
Total Credits: 60 
Delivery Method: In-Person

Connected Curriculum: 
• Civic and Community Engagement
• Employability
• Global Reach
• Inter-and Transdisciplinary
• Research Based Teaching
• Sustainability

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
• No Poverty
• Zero Hunger
• Quality Education
• Sustainable Cities and Communities
• Responsible Consumption and Production
• Climate Action
• Life on Land
• Partnerships to Achieve SDGs

Graduate Attributes: 
• Creator, evaluator and communicator of knowledge
• Digitally Fluent
• Effective global citizen
• Independent and creative thinker
• Socially Responsible

Work-Integrated Learning (Including Placement): 
No 

This Diploma programme is available to students of UCC's international 
partner institutions with which UCC has a bilateral agreement under 
Statute 263 of the National University of Ireland. Having studied for at 
least two years at a partner university, students will study for one year at 
University College Cork, taking the programme to a value of 60 credits.

To be considered for the award of University Diploma in Biological 
Sciences, a student must have satisfactorily attended undergraduate 
modules to the value of 60 credits as prescribed by the Head of the 
relevant academic units of their chosen discipline. Students may 
choose 2nd, 3rd and where permitted 4th year (School of BEES only) 
undergraduate modules (subject to timetabling and other constraints). 
Where a module has prerequisites (as specified in the module 

description), a student must satisfy this prerequisite by demonstrating, 
to the satisfaction of the relevant academic unit, that a similar module 
has been passed in the partner institution. The full programme of study 
is subject to final agreement by the relevant UCC academic units and the 
student's home institution.

Workload Guidelines
It is strongly recommended that students do not take any more than 40 
credits in any semester. Students are therefore advised to choose their 
modules so that the workload is evenly spread throughout the year.

Programme Requirements
For information about modules, module choice, options and credit 
weightings, please go to Programme Requirements (p.  ).


