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POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
Overview
Status: Active 
National Framework Of Qualifications (NFQ) Level: 9 
NFQ Award Class: Major Award 
Duration Full Time: 1 Academic Year(s) 
Total Credits: 60 
Delivery Method: In-Person

Connected Curriculum: 
• Civic and Community Engagement
• Employability
• Global Reach
• Research Based Teaching
• Sustainability

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
• Good Health and Well-being
• Gender Equality
• Clean Water and Sanitation
• Affordable and Clean Energy
• Reduced Inequality
• Sustainable Cities and Communities
• Climate Action
• Life on Land
• Peace Justice Strong Institutions

Graduate Attributes: 
• Creator, evaluator and communicator of knowledge
• Digitally Fluent
• Effective global citizen
• Independent and creative thinker
• Socially Responsible

Work-Integrated Learning (Including Placement): 
No 

The Postgraduate Diploma in Planning and Sustainable Development is 
a full-time taught programme running for two semesters from the date of 
first registration.

Transfer to the MPlan
Students who pass all modules with an aggregate score of 50% (i.e. 600 
out of 1200 marks) may opt not to be conferred with the Postgraduate 
Diploma and may transfer their registration to the Second Year of the
MPlan (Masters in Planning and Sustainable Development) (https://
ucc-ie-public.courseleaf.com/programmes/mplpsd/) (MPlan2) in the 
following academic year (full-time). Such students must inform the 

Student Records and Examinations Office (exams@ucc.ie) that they 
will not be conferred with the Postgraduate Diploma and opt instead to 
progress to  Second Year of the Masters in Planning and Sustainable 
Development (M.Plan2) in the following academic year (full-time).

Exit Award from the MPlan (Masters in Planning and 
Sustainable Development)
Candidates on the MPlan (Masters in Planning and Sustainable 
Development) (https://ucc-ie-public.courseleaf.com/programmes/
mplpsd/) who pass Year 1 modules to a value of 60 credits may opt to 
exit the programme and be conferred with the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Planning and Sustainable Development.

Programme Requirements
For information about modules, module choice, options and credit 
weightings, please go to Programme Requirements (p.  ).
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