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POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
YOUTH WORK
Overview
Status: Active 
National Framework Of Qualifications (NFQ) Level: 9 
NFQ Award Class: Major Award 
Duration Full Time: 1 Academic Year(s) 
Total Credits: 60 
Delivery Method: In-Person

Connected Curriculum: 
• Civic and Community Engagement
• Employability
• Global Reach
• Sustainability

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
• Quality Education
• No Poverty
• Gender Equality
• Good Health and Well-being
• Peace Justice Strong Institutions
• Sustainable Cities and Communities
• Decent Work and Economic Growth

Graduate Attributes: 
• Creator, evaluator and communicator of knowledge
• Digitally Fluent
• Effective global citizen
• Independent and creative thinker
• Socially Responsible

Work-Integrated Learning (Including Placement): 
Yes 
UCC policies applying to applicants/students on this programme: 

• Fitness to Practise Policy
• Student Vetting Policy and Procedure

The Postgraduate Diploma in Youth Work is available on a full-time basis 
only. The programme is delivered over 9 months from the date of first 
registration for the programme. Students take modules to the value of 60 
credits.

Students are required to complete two practice placements in separate 
locations including:

1. A short practice placement of 100 hours (Placement I).
2. An intensive, block practice placement, which is a minimum of 10 

weeks in duration, comprising 30 hours per week (Placement II).

Placements are selected by the student in consultation with the 
Fieldwork Placement Coordinator to assure the suitability of the agency. 
It is the responsibility of the student to source a suitable placement and 
to negotiate the placement terms with the placement agency. Where 
a student is unable to secure his/her own placement, the Placement 
Coordinator will assist in sourcing a suitable placement; however, the 
final responsibility for securing a placement rests with the student. 
All placements are subject to approval of the Fieldwork Placement 
Coordinator. Placements outside of Cork City are acceptable.

Successful completion of the programme awards a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Youth Work, which is recognised by the North/South 
Education and Training Standards Committee for Youth Work (NSETS).

Candidates must pass/progress within 2 academic years of the date of 
first registration for the programme.

Exit Award: Postgraduate Certificate in Youth Work 
(NFQ Level 9, Minor Award)
Upon satisfactory completion of 30 credits, to include 
modules, SS6020, SS6022, SS6036, and SS6037, students may opt to 
exit the programme and be awarded a Postgraduate Certificate in Youth 
Work (https://ucc-ie-public.courseleaf.com/programmes/pcyw/). The 
Postgraduate Certificate in Youth Work is not professionally accredited. A 
student who subsequently applies to continue to Postgraduate Diploma 
must do so within 5 years of successful completion of the Certificate 
Examination.

Programme Requirements
For information about modules, module choice, options and credit 
weightings, please go to Programme Requirements (p.  ).
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